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Staff reports

MISSOULA, Mont. – The exec-
utive board of the American 
Indian Business Leaders recently 
announced the appointment of 
its new executive director, Mau-
rice “Mo” Smith, following an 
extensive and thorough search 
process with a pool of highly 
qualified candidates.
 Smith, 47, Navajo, originally 
from Denver, replaces Tina 
Begay, who served as the execu-
tive director since 1998 and 
recently accepted a position as a 
business instructor at the Salish 

Kootenai College, a tribal col-
lege, in Pablo, Mont.
 AIBL, whose mission is 
to support and promote the 
education and development 
of future American Indian 
business leaders, by creating 
opportunities in business edu-
cation, leadership develop-
ment, professional internships 
and scholarships for students 
in all realms of education.
 “AIBL is fortunate to have 
a person of Mo’s enthusiasm 
and abilities to move this orga-
nization forward,” said Dave 
Archambault, chairman of 

the AIBL board said about the 
appointment. “As a nationwide 
student led national nonprofit 
organization, providing busi-
ness leadership opportunities, 
AIBL sought a combination of 
vision, compassion and man-
agement expertise in its leader. 
Mo has the right combination 
of commitment to AIBL’s values 
and founding principles. We are 
confident he will be an excellent 
leader and mentor to help lead 
AIBL into a bright new future.”
 “I am excited to have the 
honor to lead this organization 
and build upon the tremendous 
foundation and good work 
accomplished over the past 15 
years, promoting the education 
and development of the future 
American Indian business 
leaders,” Smith said. “I have 
always been inspired by stu-
dents with a true willingness to 

build their skills and cultivate 
their passion to become suc-
cessful American Indian lead-
ers within a tribal community 
or mainstream society.”
 Smith holds a master’s degree 
in Nonprofit Management from 
Regis University in Denver and 
a bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration from Adams 
State College in Alamosa, Colo.
 Before accepting the posi-
tion, Smith had provided ser-
vices in a variety of nonprofit, 
student-oriented and busi-
ness settings including being 
the executive director of the 
Native American Sports Coun-
cil, a member organization of 
the U.S. Olympics Commit-
tee and leadership in hosting 
and organizing the 2006 North 
American Indigenous Games, 
also known as the “Indian 
Olympics,” in Denver.
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SANTA PUEBLO, N.M. – Donna 
J. Gambrell, director of the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury’s 
Community Development 
Financial Institutions Fund, was 
the keynote speaker Aug. 18 at 
the 9th Annual Travois Indian 
Country Tax Credit Conference.
 More than 150 attendees from 
35 tribal organizations, includ-
ing housing authorities, coun-
cils, housing boards and eco-
nomic development staff, from 
around the United States were at 
the three-day conference, held 
at the Hyatt Regency Tamaya 
Resort & Spa near Albuquerque.
 “We were extremely pleased 
Ms. Gambrell could join us to 
highlight the work of the CDFI 
Fund in Native communi-
ties,” said David W. Bland, Tra-
vois, Inc. chairman. “Travois 
New Markets, a Community 
Development Entity, received 
a $30 million allocation from 
the CDFI Fund in 2007 and 
is financing three economic 
development projects with that 
allocation, serving Native pop-
ulations. We hope more Native 

communities learn about the 
opportunities available and 
take advantage of them.”
 Gambrell highlighted the 
Native American CDFI Assis-
tance Program. The 2010 round 
of NACA is already underway. 
“The CDFI Fund also offers a 
series of training programs – col-
lectively known as our Expand-
ing Native Opportunities initia-
tive – to organizations working 
in Native communities.”
 These consist of:

The Native Communities 
Financing Initiative, a series of 
workshops and follow-up tech-
nical assistance to help Native 
communities develop and 
expand Native CDFIs;

The Native Enterprise and 
Entrepreneurship Development 
Initiative, which focuses on 
entrepreneurship development 
systems, curricula integration 
and program development at 
the local level;

The Native Financial Skills 
Initiative, a training of the train-
ers in the Building Native Com-
munities financial education 
curriculum and integrated asset 
building programs; and

The Native Individual 
Development Account Initia-
tive, which provides a three-day 
training session designed to help 
communities start, implement 
and sustain Individual Develop-
ment Account programs.
 The CDFI Fund’s New Markets 
Tax Credit program is “another 
valuable ‘tool’ to bring needed 
capital and credit into economi-
cally distressed communities, 
including Native communities,” 
Gambrell said.
 “The NMTC Program allows 
taxpayers to receive a credit 
against federal income taxes for 
making qualified equity invest-
ments in designated Commu-
nity Development Entities, 
which, in turn, use this capital 
to make investments in eco-
nomically distressed communi-
ties. Since the program began in 
2002, the CDFI Fund has made 
396 awards totaling $21 billion 
in allocation authority, some 
of which has benefited Native 
American communities.
 “One of the projects that will 
benefit from this award is the 
Navajo Tribal Utility Authority, 
who will construct two electri-

cal substations that will bring 
power to more than 400 fami-
lies in the towns of Shiprock 
and Cudeii, N.M. The Navajo 
Nation has a population of 
approximately 175,000 people 
and of those, nearly 70,000 
lack running water, electricity 
or natural gas. Therefore, it is 
easy to understand why this 
development project is so des-
perately needed.
 “Travois is also providing 
New Markets Tax Credit allo-
cations to the Coastal Villages 
Region Fund Project, a fishing 
cooperative spread across 12 
towns in Alaska. CVRF works 
to provide long-lasting oppor-
tunities for the Alaskan Native 
population within the commer-
cial fishing industry.”
 Gambrell also highlighted 
The Opportunity Fund, a CDFI 
in San Jose, Calif., which has 
benefited the local Native popu-
lation. The fund’s mission is to 
assist working families achieve 
their dreams of homeownership 
and financial independence.
 For more information about 
the CDFI Fund, visit www.
cdfifund.gov.

Tribal organizations attend 9th Annual 
Travois Indian Country Tax Credit Conference
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Donna J. Gambrell, director of the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s 
Community Development Financial Institutions Fund is seen here 
with Travois Chairman David W. Bland.
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COEUR D’ALENE, Idaho (AP) –  
A century’s worth of mining 
pollution in Lake Coeur d’Alene 
would be mitigated under a 
plan the Coeur d’Alene Tribe 
and the state of Idaho have 
begun implementing.
 Rebecca Stevens, lake man-
agement restoration coordinator 
with the tribe, said water quality 
monitoring around the Coeur 
d’Alene lake basin has started.
 The goal of the Coeur d’Alene 
Lake Management Plan is to limit 
too many nutrients from enter-
ing the water, something that 
could lead to the release of min-
ing-related poisons now embed-
ded in tons of muck on the lake 
floor by depleting an oxygen cap 
in the lake that keeps heavy met-
als contained on the lake bed.
 “We’re not just going around to 
pipes and saying, ‘That might be 
troublesome later on,’ we’re look-
ing at the whole basin, anything 
that flows into the lake,” Stevens 
said Aug. 27 at a presentation 
for the Kootenai Environmental 

Alliance, the Coeur d’Alene Press 
reported. “The waste water 
treatment facility folks are sick 
of getting blamed for nutrients 
in the water.”
 An environmental specialist 
has been hired to oversee a Lake 
Assistance Program. That pro-
gram is intended to help lake-
shore property owners, who can 
volunteer to get help to prevent 
nutrients from their yards from 
entering the lake.
 “You see lawns straight down 
to the 25-foot setback, and you 
cringe, wondering how the grass 
got so green,” Stevens said of 
those who apply fertilizers that 
can enter the lake.
 The Coeur d’Alene Lake Man-
agement Plan could help avoid 
having the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency declare the 
area a Superfund site. The federal 
agency has agreed not to include 
the lake in its Superfund clean-
up of mining waste as long as the 
state and tribe successfully carry 
out the plan.

Tribe, state launch lake 
management plan

PERHAM, Minn. (AP) – Authori-
ties say human remains found 
near Perham appear to be the old 
remains of a Native American.
 The sheriff’s office in Otter 
Tail County says little more is 
known about the person so far.
 The remains were found 
Aug. 27 when a utility com-

pany digging along Big Pine 
Lake near Perham unearthed a 
human skull.
 The state archaeologist office 
is collaborating with the Min-
nesota Indian Affairs Council to 
identify the remains.
 Custody will eventually be 
transferred to the council.

Remains found near Perham 
from Native American

BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) – Federal 
officials have released their final 
environmental impact statement 
on a proposed Fort Berthold res-
ervation oil refinery, saying they 
prefer having a wastewater treat-
ment plant built at the refinery 
site near Makoti.
 Officials of the Three Affili-
ated Tribes have been working 
with the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to get approval for a 
13,000-barrel refinery to process 
Canadian crude oil.
 The environmental statement 
released Aug. 28 by the EPA, the 
Interior Department and the 

BIA, comes three years after a 
draft version.
 The Interior Department 
says it prefers to keep the 470-
acre site as fee land rather than 
trust land. The state and the 
tribes announced an agree-
ment last year on sharing tax 
revenue on fee land, which is 
privately owned.
 A public hearing on the envi-
ronmental statement is sched-
uled Sept. 9 at the casino in New 
Town. The government’s propos-
als for a permit and land owner-
ship status are open for public 
comment until Sept. 28.

Proposed tribal refinery 
clears another hurdle

BARROW, Alaska (AP) – Construc-
tion workers doing excavation 
for Kivalina’s new wastewater 
treatment plant unearthed the 
skeletal remains of three people 
believed to be members of a 
tribal group that lived in Alaska 
more than 1,000 years ago.
 Archeologists won’t be certain 
how old the remains are until 
radiocarbon dating is done. 
They believe they belonged to 
members of the Ipiutak, a tribal 
group that lived in Alaska from 
at least about 500 to 900.
 Artifacts found with the 
remains show the elaborate, 
stylized engravings on ivory and 
artistic motifs that were charac-
teristic of the Ipiutak, the Arctic 
Sounder newspaper reported.
 “It’s a very significant find,” said 
Peter Bowers, principal archae-
ologist with Northern Land Use 
Research, a Fairbanks-based firm 
studying the site. “Prior to the dis-
coveries this summer, there was 
little known about the prehistory 
– prior to white contact – of the 
specific Kivalina locality.”
 The discovery shows that 
Kivalina, in northwest Alaska, 
was occupied by humans much 
earlier than previously thought. 

It also provides some new infor-
mation about a group whose 
range and numbers only now 
are becoming known.
 The number of the Ipiutak is 
a matter of speculation among 
historians and prehistorians. 
Ipiutak remains were first dis-
covered in Point Hope in the 
1940s. More have since been dis-
covered on the Alaska side of the 
Bering Strait in Cape Krusen-
stern, Deering, Cape Espenberg, 
Barrow and, now, Kivalina.
 “It seems to be a prehistoric 
population that was functioning 
quite well on both the Siberian 
and the Alaskan side up until 
900 AD,” Bowers said. Finding 
out what happened after that is 
“one of the mysteries we’re try-
ing to solve and the reason this 
is important.”
 City administrator Janet 
Mitchell said the remains were 
being kept by the Alaska Native 
Tribal Health Consortium until 
the excavation was complete 
– in case more turned up. After 
that they will be given to the 
Episcopal church in Kivalina for 
burial, their plots marked with a 
simple cross and a plaque read-
ing “unknown.”

Remains discovered 
in Kivalina
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